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What is Contextual Advertising?

! Contextual advertising is advertising on a website that is relevant to the page’s 
content. Automated systems display ads related to the content of your site 
based on keyword targeting. 



Why is Contextual Advertising Important?

! Contextual advertising is personalized compared to traditional display. The ads 
are directly related to the content the consumer is engaging with.  

! It is a cost effective way to generate more sales as well as reach a target 
market.  

! Tools associated with contextual advertising ensure that you are able to 
measure the success of a particular ad campaign. 



Benefits of Contextual Advertising

! Contextual advertising is a targeting technique that can be used to ensure that 
ads are being seen by a relevant audience.  

! A more interested audience means better click-through rates and more 
conversations. It is a way to improve the performance of your display ads. 

! It is cheaper than conventional methods of advertising - you only pay for the 
ads that have been clicked by the users, rather than the display of ads on the 
page. 



Good Examples of Contextual 
Advertising:
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1: A homebuilder advertises homes on Trulia, a real estate  
listing site. 
2: Chevy advertises the new Equinox on cars.com. 
3: Olay advertises the brand through Women’s Health  on 
an article about the best drugstore beauty favorites.

http://cars.com


Bad Examples of Contextual Advertising:

Boston website announcing the Red Sox’s pitching 
rotation for the season, but an ad for the Tigers 
appears.

Placement of a clothing website on a gardening 
and outdoor website - no correlation between 
the product and the location. 



Google AdSense for Contextual 
Advertising

! According to Datanyze Universe, Google AdSense is ranked #1 out of 134 
Advertising Networks technologies.  

! AdSense uses a contextual targeting system to serve ads. This means that the 
ad-serving algorithm processes your content and delivers ads that are best 
matched to it.  

! It generates revenue based on clicks or impressions. 



Google AdSense: How It Works

! Step 1: Select the ad style that works best for you.

! Google offers many different options for the style of the advertisement. Choose 
the advertisement style that best fits your message.

! Step 2: Determine where you want the ads to appear.

! Use the Heat Map in order to put the advertisement in the best location.

! Step 3: Place the advertisements on the most appropriate platforms.

! Choose websites and locations that are appropriate to your message. Avoid placing 
the advertisements in locations that don't relate to the content.

! Step 4: Generate revenue through Google.

! Google handles the process of billing networks. When the ads are seen or clicked, 
you will automatically earn revenue. Google pays once you’ve accrued a minimum 
amount.



Tips for Google AdSense 
From adpushup_blog

! Determine the best ad size for your website location 
! The best three sizes for targeting desktop traffic are: 728 x 90, 336 x 280, and    

300 x 250. 

! 320 x 50 and 300 x 250 are best for targeting mobile traffic.  

! Follow AdSense Heat Map 
! Dark red areas show the best areas for your ads, followed by orange areas and 

yellow areas.  

! Experiment with the A/B Testing Feature 
! Allows you to test text-only versus text-and-image ads over a specific period of 

time to optimize the ad for best results. 

! Allows you to edit the colors of text or the size of the ad to measure results while 
the ad is live. 



Sources
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! http://www.grouphits.com/contextual-targeting/ 
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