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An interview is a back and forth 
conversation with one person acting 
in the role of the interviewer (asking 
questions) and the other in the role 
of the interviewee (answering 
questions)

What is an 
interview?



Interviews are a powerful tool used to 

● acquire information from a particular 
person

● expand on information relevant to 
specific topics

● tell a story 
● learn from a different perspective 
● clarify facts

Why are interviews 
important?



First Step
Choose someone who is...

● Relevant
● Articulate
● Knowledgeable
● Passionate

...about your particular topic or 
subject



Second Step
Prepare identifier questions and 
open ended questions. Consider 
what information you want your 
audience to learn from your 
interviewee. Who, What, When, 
Where, and Why.



Third Step
Choose a suitable location to film 
your interviewee

● Preferably somewhere quiet 
(with no echo)

● Take into consideration what is 
in the background (stay away 
from plain white walls)



Fourth Step

Gather all necessary equipment

● 1 Camera (2 would be ideal)
● 3 Lights
● 1 Microphone (Lavalier or 

Shotgun)



Fifth Step Set up the lights using the 3 
point lighting technique and set 
up the microphone.

Lavalier Mic

Shotgun Mic



Sixth Step Set up the camera(s). Frame one angle 
as a medium close up. If you have 
another camera, frame it as a medium 
shot, close up, or wide shot. Frame your 
interviewee using the rule of thirds.

Medium Shot

Close Up

Wide Shot Medium Close Up



Final Step Press Record!



Helpful Tips

Place your subject away from walls, this way there is no shadow cast upon the wall 
behind them.

For final video purposes and depending on your particular interview setup, it can 
be bad interview etiquette to hear the interviewer ask questions.

Consider adding a lower thirds graphic to your interview video to identify your 
interviewee and profession/specialty (as seen in first step).


